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all Germany Be Restored to Her

rewar Standing?

1

. There Ts an Active Faction in

England‘_That

Is Advocating

This Course

UNDERLYING all else in the
! | quarter at the present hour
found in the restoration of Ger-
so far as they can be attained, of

By Frank H. Simonds
thesis which is being put
forward from one British

is the argument that the salvation

of Europe economically must be
many, not within the frontiers fixed
at Versailles but within the limita,
$914. It is in such a work that
the “liberals” of whom Maynard
Keynes i8 a conspicuous spokesman
gre inviting American codperation,
aud the fundamental dactrine is
that Germany must be preserved,
But is there sufficient warrant for
this argument to lead Americans to
accept this British doctrine blindly?
Is not an examination of history es-
sential, and may not such an exami-
nation reveal the fact that to restore
to Ger'many certain things taken by
the Treaty of Versailles will inevi-
tably be to restore to Germany ex-
zctly the ambitions, the appetites,
the “necessities"” out of which came

the last and most terrible of human
conflicts?

Fruit of Robbery

To restore Germany means, if it
means anything, to return to Ger-
many whose
products were an essential circum-
stance in the German industrial de-
velopment,

certain  territories,

But how came Ger-
territories whose
gin at the buj:inning, in 1742 Fred-
wrick the Great, L'.y one of the foul-

niany certain

e2t of oifenses against right and jus-
tice and in repudiation of his own
pledge, Austria
One portion of
Silegia was inhabited by Poles, ex-
tetly the district which the Treaty of
Versailles now ‘assigns to Poland,
subject to a p".:‘lb‘[:-.cit‘.c-.

vwritten attacked

nnd seized Silesia.

Tlirty years later the same sov-
«.-1';15'-,31 t-:l-f.‘_'iflil.‘l?l‘t'[l the first partition
vf Poland, depriving the Poles of
the lower valley of the Vistula, and
Froderick’s suceessors continsed the
gpoliation of Poland, acquiring as
their share Posen and Danzig, .sub-
stantiatly the areas which, under the

* Treaty of Versailles, are returned to
the Poles, although, because the
(Germans have been successful i
golonizing Danzig, following thei
forcible seizure of it, that town i
placed under the league of nations,
despite the fact that it is the single
seagate of the Poles.

In 1814, following the first abdica-
tion of Napoleon, Prussia took the
Saar coal basin, north and east of
the Saar River. This térritory had
not been acquired by France at the
expense of any neighbor or through
war; it had been peaceably acquired
a8 a result of an arrangement with
Austria. After Waterloo, Prussia
extended her clalms and annexed the
balance of the Saar basin, south of
the river and including Saarlouis,
which was the birthplace of Mare-
chal Ney.

Still After Coal

_ In 1871, after the Franco-Prussian
War, Germany, become the new form
of Prusstan power, annexed Alsace-
Lorraine, thua contemplating the ac-
quisition of the coal distriets of Lor-
raine and at the same time acquir-
ing the vast iron regions north of
Metz. In 1914, it 18 worth recall-
ing, one of the objectives of Ger-
man policy was the aequisition of
the remaining iron districts, just
across the French fronmtier, about
Briey, and this was long proclaimed
48 one of the “war alms” of the
Germans; one of the demands of all
their peace campaign,

Finally, in 1864, Prussia led Aus.
tria into an attack upon Denmark,
which resulted in the geizure of
Slesvig-Holstein, and in 1866 Prus-
sia attacked Austria, and, after suc-
cessful war, annexed Slesvig-Hol-
stein, proniising to permit the Danes
in Slesvig to decide their nation-
ality by plebiscite, but never mak-
ing good the promise.

Now, the acquisitions of Prussia
and Germany in these wars of con-
quest are precisely the foundations
of the economic developnient of Ger-
many. The coal taken in upper Si-
lesia and in the Saar, the iron t-lkll_n

in Lorraine, the lz_?u_ltpnl__i‘-

-

I{gio'ns of Pogen, the port of Danzlg
land the control of the commarca
of the Vistula have
supply Germany with the omml'tlllt
nity to trans¥orm herself into & great!
Industrial nation. In 1870 her pop-
ulation was no larger than that of
France; im 1914 it was almost twice
a8 great.

Stolen Property

But the whole expansion was ex-
plicable in terms of stolen property,
If France still possessed the Saar
and Alsace-Lorraine, if Poland still
kept only the regions in which Poles
predominated, then Germany would
be deprived of precisely those raw
materials—the iron and the coal—
which were in a large measure re-
spongible for her great expansion.

was accompanied by the rapld
growth of that spirit which pro-
duced the war., For two dechdes
Germans complained that their eco-
nomic development entitled theim to
territorial increases, they planned
attacks upon their neighbora be-
cause their own population had ex-
panded so rapidly that-néw terri-
tories. were necessary, and they
‘marked out for themselves Belgian
and French reginﬂs and concelved
the possibility of completing the
extinetion of Polish hopes by taking
over Russian Poland. ;

This same expansion pushed them
into acute rivalry with the British.
Become & great industrial nation,
they of necessity embarked upon
foreign commerce, and as they had
to produce vastly more manufac-
tured articles than they consumed,
to meet their growing deficit in food,
they looked with ever-increasing
resentment at the immense British
colonial empirs and the complete
mastery of the seas by the British
fleet. For it was clear that it lay
within British' power to shut off
their commercial exchanges if war
ever came,

Germany Overcrowded
Literally, Germany hecame an
overcrowded nation, living on its
manufactures, dependent upon for-
eign markets; but without powar to
protect its commerce and ever need-
ing more territorial increase to meet
the growing demands of its popula.
tion, which continued to increase by
leaps and bounds. But only because
Germany, and Prussia befora Ger-
many, had successtully despoiled |
France and Poland, Austria and Den-
mark of valuable provinees was she
able to engineer this vast economic
development. It was founded upon

gerved 1"

Moreover, this great expansion'!

g
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Who Eilled cook

“1” said Senotor Lodge:
“It was my little dodsz'
I Rilled cock: raBin?

01ld Rhyme—New Reason -

robin? Who saw him die?
“1,” said the fly;
“It does make me cry!

e‘l
’ I saw him die!”

!

0"y

Whe'll toll the bell?
“L" said John Bull:

“Tll give it a pull!
Ll toll the belll”

—IFrom The Passing Show, London,

they suggest a contract on the part|

succeasful robberies of atates which, :;f the French to turn over to the
had they possessed the resources! i Bnd enoug:h iron ore to k“? ?,he
taken from them, might have de.| C°rman factories at work, receiving

|
veloped similarly within their owh)
frontiers.

Now the Treaty of Versailles has!
faced the facts of the situntion. Itji
has by no means done full justice. |
It has not restored to Poland all of
the regions stolen by the Germans,
heving regard to the fact that in
soma the Germans have by means
of & brutal policy succeeded in xe-
ducing the Polish population, but it
has restored mtich, and the things
restored necessarily injure German
economic possibilities, If the Poles
get the Silesinn coal, it will bs the
Polish factories which will prosper
and Poland will have an economic
development. No real question has
been raised about the return of
Alsace-Lorraine to France, together
with the iron district, but a mighty
protest has been raised over the
Baar Valley, yet both were stolen
from the French with equal disre-
gard of the wishes of the inhabi-
tants, the difference lying only in
the dates of stealing. The one in
1814-'16 apparently finde warrant
in the fact that it has engured for
a century, while that of 1871 is not
old enough to be established.

Saar Coal Basin
The question then oceurs on the

degree to which the world fesls it
wise or necessary to give the Ger-

on this condition a commensurate
amount of eoal,

Disregard Poles

This argument, of course, disre-
gards the desire of the French to
replace the Germans in the world
steel market, to gain the position
which would have beén theirs, meas-
urably, but for the German stealing
of 1871 and, bevond ques{ion, but for
the combined stealings of 1814-'15
and 1871, As for the Polish indus-
try—and Lodz has vast possibilities
aihd Poland the population for eco-
hoinic expansion—this is set aside
and the decigion based upon the as-
sortion that the Poles never have
been an ordetly people.

But, granted that the restoration
of Germany on the economic side
would solve many contemporaty
ecohomlo problems, what would be
the political effect? In any event,
the Germans will find themselves
with the same dense population,
capable of maintaining itself only
by foreign commerce, and more com-
Pletely at the merey of the British
sea power than before the recent
war.
faeed by certain further handicaps
growing out of the territorial read-
justments, the loss of the Lorraine
iron and the Alsatian potash, the
loss of Posen, Danzig and the con-

They will find themselves|

perity, how can one escape the con- | human beings, but does not contain
viction that German political life | the minerals out of which can be
will take the old divections? It is|manufactured products to exchange
nonsense and worse than nonsense | for food.

to believe that German policy was | In a word, the problem is whether
dictated by insane militarism, which | the world shall intervene to return
| seerificed the economic life of theitn Germany her loat mineral regions,
country to delusions of palitical
grandeur. The truth is that the
German economic expansion devel-|
oped the militavistic view. The
army has for a century and a half

which were themselves stolen from

Germany's neighbors, thereby per- |
patuating the nancient wrong, or con-!

sent to see Germuny pass through a

long: poriod of apony, tor which the
been merely the pioneer, preparing | single solution must be sought in thei
the way for Prussian and then for!migration of
German commercial development.
The proposal Lo sacrifice Poland

man industyial life may be recon- | violence to French and P
stituted and the dangers incident to | bilities,

is besed upon a willingness to forgot | follow the development of their new
the historical circumstances, both in | mineral resources. Moreover
the German econemic development (to furnish Germany with
itself and In the reeent attack upon | sources to maintain 4
the outside world. It refuses to con- Wh'r(-h’h:m Lecome, by its very size, o |
cede the fact that the German war menace to all neighhoring states, I
had its origin in German commercial 'Will Rule Rusaia
aspirations far more than in German |
niilitaristic concepts. The war tas |
mans, for whom the markets had be- | SHESER r'iue Hime, the ceonomicmas:
0oms ‘s matter of 18 and dnth. tt‘,t?' of middie Burope and the true
divector of Russia. Around Ger- |
The Other Side | many will necessarily gather all the
It iz undeniably true that the al- |fragmentary creations which replace
ternative is unattractive. Germany | the Hapsburg empirve on the mAp.
emerges from the war still & nation f But‘, after all, this spells the realiza-

of 60,000,000 on & territory reduced | tiorl for the German of the old dream
from 212,000 square miles to little | °F Mitteleuropa. Master of the mid-

jof purely German lands to compel

Economié Conditions Are Ul‘gbd
by “Liberals” Led by May.
nard Keynes

particularly if the Russian associa-
tion opens the roads to India and to
Egypt. And for this development
the British will have themselves to
{thank if any femporary desire to
r] geek the restoration of trade and
{the termination of unrest leads
fthem to support Germany’s claims
| for rehabilitation at the expense of
!'the nations who were Britain’s al-
lies in the recent struggle.

The German attack upon the
Western world in 1914 was charge-
able beyond all else to very deegl
causes resembling, in some meas- |
ure; the causes of those other Ger- |
man irruptions which ended in the !
destruction of the Roman Empire!
and the temporary obacut'nlion. of |
Christian eivilization. The Ger-|
man was driven by the neccssiti_cs in- |
cident to overpopulation and under- f
production of food. |

He had lit-|
erally to conguer or to die; he must |
acquire new areas and new mar—i
kets or consent to the reduction of
his own population.

Chose War

The German chose war; he chosze
it~deliberatel; he prepared for it
with a consciousnese of its meaning !
for him, but he did not prepare for
it through some mad lust for more !
| military glory or expanded power. |
| New fields and new markets had |
| become a matter of life and death
for him, and he used his military |
‘weapon to acquire them, with the |
full conscionsness that in the end
the sword would merely he the tool
employed by the manufacturer to!
clear the way for his wares and !
plough new fields to furnish him |
with foodstuffs. |

The notion that Germany was the
'vietim of a military caste and has
recovered from its madness is basel
{upon z very superficial examination |
| of the facts of German history, and
indeed of all histery. But this be- |
lief underlies all the present.discus- |
‘sion of regtoring Germany. One |
may concede that it is an arguable |
policy to endeavor by the seizure

ithe German magses to miprate.
| Justification might be found even
| for this policy, given the character
of the German attack upon her
{ neighbors, but no such question is
{now under discussion,

‘At Others’ Expense

{  What is asked of the world, what
|18 specifically asked of the American
| people, is that under the specious
plea of humanity, and under the
even more effective menace of al-
leged anarchy, they sid in the res-
toration of Germany at the expense
of all Germany’s neighbors. We
are asked to give our counte-
nance to legalizing the stealings of
{ Frederick the Great and all his
!successors, to dobming the Poles and
| the French so far as their economic

| these consideraiions have weight
with Americans sesking to reelafm

I(Il'll_'t.' lheir oWl Ilf.‘l'.'«‘.&us{‘. Gem,r
‘having taken it hy force and de
' veloped it with skill, now stands ir

an industrizl and economic lffe con- 1 aspirations are concerned, solely be-
mensurate with its population and

ity own resources, the rvesources|the enforeed migration of upward
found in territory to which the Ger-| of ten millions of Germans and the

| cause the only visible alternative is !

| : . : |
and France to Germany go that Ger- 'many’s lost mineral regions i to do

nlish possi- |

| It is not diffigult to perceive thati
|if Germany he rest i .|
fought for world markets by the Ger- e Fiie ieool dis il bey

man title is not debatable, could
not be a menace to the peace of

Eurepe; it would not have the num- |

bers or the resources to undertale
the old struggle for political con-
trol, which was itself the Prepara-
tion for the economic domination.
France, with 40,000,000 people, se-
cure in her present frontiers, as-

millions of Germans. | sured of a great iron and steel ex-|and simply
But the question is complicated with | pansion, fortified by the ever grow- L (zer:u]myf } hb

; E = o I : . | onee sto rom her i 2
other considerations, To restore Gor- ing weight of her Netrth African < = Wil Riedpot, he

| colonies, whose man power would

| enable her to face Germany on even

to deny each the expansion | terms, would be relieved of all the
German economic paralysis a-\'oidedlin population which would Iugica]lyianxieties which have t
]since 1870.

, it is |
the ve- |
population | As for Great Britain, can the

reen endured
Cause of Defeat

be any sound basis for the beljef
that if Germany regains economic
strength she will not reacquire the
old realization that her economic
life is, after all, at the merey of
the British fleet? To-dgy the Ger-

| mans superficially condemn France
| or even the United Staves, bus under

| the surface every German realizes
| that the real defeat wes that suf.

fered at the hands of thé one great
commercial rival, -G:mlt Britain.
Mareover, there will ba-a steadily
inereasing recogmition of this on

{concomitant decline of Germany
jas the economic master of the Eu-
iropean Continent,

The contemporary passions due to !
'the war will pass away—areo, in fact, |
‘passing, No sensible person will
[now echo the eries of the other yvears
‘about “punishing Germany,” since
| this is only child’s talk. It is not a
{rhatter of punishing Geymany that |
{i8 before the world, It is purely
& question of restoring.
the property which she

{cause she employed this property
{with extreme gkill and turned it to !
isueh account that she beecame thel
| greatest economic state on the Con-'}
i tinent. !
'With Closed Eyes |‘

We are asked to do this without
any full appreciation of the fact|

V€ |thut the character of this economic: *¢™an economic system, found

{eXpangion was such that it led - |
evitably to further German attacks |
Lpoin neightmring;stat.es, andin truth |
compelled the Germans to conquer or
to migrate. Thus we are asked
to contribute to restoring what were,
after all, the conditions out of which
ithe war inevitably resuited. And
these who ask it cloge their eyes and |
{would close ours to everything ex-
cept the merely superficial circum-
stances, self-interest, contemporary
terror of disorder, the desire to get
the war over and forgotten ag soon
as possible,

In America, more than anywhere
else, the gpecious Plea to restore

| turning the ivon fields and the eotl

| an argument in favor of such spolis-

more than 180,000 square miles and

dle of Europe, will he not inevitably

the part of the Gettuans as the facts

mans & new opportunity to repeat|trol of the lower Vistula.

return to his old demands for the

{ of the war and the eonditions of the

Germany finds ready hearing, be-

| smalier Yhan Spain. But the signifi-

'bossession of Belgian and Duteh

cause Americans are little familiar

racent history. Certain British

If Germany did not, could not, ac-

economists would insist upon the
return of the Silesian and Saar coal

cept the limitations of 1914, how can
Germana accept those of 19197 1If
German economic life {s hrought

basins, u}\d while they hesitate to
urge the return of Alsace-Lormine

baek 6o the old situation of pros-

cant fact is that this population, 50 | Ports, for the control of the north

per cent larger than the popuiation of | of .Fz-m.xlcc,bnotffur ;}nil;tary reasons,
i : E soh 1y | Primarily, but for the far more pom-

1870, oy inhabits a region .wiuch ** | pelling reasona of international trade

not anly incapable of providing 100d | and industrial independence?

for this enermous aggregation of

yearg immediately following the

war are brought home to tlem.
Germany ‘would be economically

strong, éconotiically the architect

A Germany of 50,000,000, with

of the new, ergenizativn of Central
EII . L S 7 "In I E I

with the circumstances of the mak-
ing of this Germany. The story of
the fashion in which for a century
and a half the Polish race has auf-
fered every sort of wrong, because
for Frederick the Great's schemie of

'

struction of Poland was g
sary detajl, is little appreciated, wl
protests about Danzig ang :
Silesia are heard with SYmpathetl,
attention.

Map Shows Stealings

The partition of Germany seemy
an act of violence, and every g
stgnce in the restoration of
territory to its rightful owners has
similarly been translated ¢, the
American public as an act of vio.
lence. Yet if one chose to pet by
fore himself the map of Europs gt
the hour when Frederick the Creg:
arrived and compare it with the
map of the present hour it wonld
be perceived how extensive ara the
stealings which have been left f
German hands even by the Treaty
of Versailles.

Criticize the economic features of
the Treaty of Versailles s one Tay
—and on this side the debate ig i
evitable—the territorial featureg ep.
title it to recognition uas the fairen
of the great settlements which hey
been made in all Euronean history,
From Germany it took Alsace-Lor.
raine, Posen, West Prussia, an;k
and, conditicnally, upper Silegs
and the Saar., But each of these
soctions represented successfyl
plundering in past times, and if |
each was a foundation stone of e’
temporary Germany's economie ey
istence it wes no less legally ang
morally the possession of anothe
nation,

If Germany had acquired Long
Island-by successful intervention i
American affairs at the time of th
Civil War or of the Spanish-Amer
can War the first condition of the
Treaty of Versailles, so far s
Americans were concerned, wouli
have been the retrocession of the
island. Granted that the Germam
had eolonized it so every last res
dent. of Brooklyn was Teutonie, con
ceded that the development hal
been such that Brooklyn had be
come’ the greatest of world pors,
ellowing that the loss of it might
have spelled economic prostratio
for Germany, would any one of

their own?

Which Shall Suffer?

No one will argue for punitive
annexations German expense,
but to-day the question is one of
punishing Germany’s neighbors by
withholding from them what was

dat

need of its increased yield for her
own prosperity, or for her own
cconomic salvation, for that matter
for the greatness of the German
necessity does not add to the Ger
man claim one single atom. It #
for France and for Poland to decide
whether t1he rehabilitation of Ger
many at their expense is a profitable
enterprize for them; it is not for
Great Britzin or for the Unitel
States to insist upon such a rehabll
tation. :
Even if one should concede, 8nd
the concession is by no means wat
ranted, that Germany would meke
better uge of French iren or Polih
coal than the French or the Pola,
it is hardly a logical argument for
mines over to Germany. Nor s
tion to allege that without these
Germany may die. Germany
not, of course, die, but even a veIy
great shrinkage in population &
companied by internal suffering
unrest would not be justly pe
vented at some one clse’s expente

Would Mean War Again

I have emphasized what seem®
to me the moral consideration, b
cause I believe it should be con
ling, vet it is not less clear that e
pediency and principle for once fole
oW the same pathways. It was i

upon forcible annexations, W
led te the present World Wan T
reproduce all of the old conditio®
in Germany would merely bﬂtf
reproduce all the old ‘“necessitiet
German policies were not acei
of Kaiserism or of militarism, B
had roots in commercial and e
nomic conditions. :
Germany restored is the Germs
peril renewed, because the Pﬂﬂ”
ite origin in perfectly familiar
eumstances which have for %
turies operated in exactly the s
way. To destroy Germany h:
possible, but it is for Gurnl,lb
rebuild, and if the world is to!
surcease from the German m§
the new German structure will
to be in accordance with Geft
circumstances, not resting upon ¥
insecure bases of stolen tﬂ'ﬁm
and intelligent exploitation of wd
belongs by right to other b

(Copyright, 1920, by the
Newepaper
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